
Algebraic expression:  3 x (4 + 8) 

Algebraic equation:    3 x (4 + 8) = x 

When we find the answer to the problems above, we say 

that we “evaluate” the expression or we “solve” the 

equation. When a math problem includes several operations, 

we must perform those operations in a certain order: 

1. P - Parentheses

2. M or D - Multiplication or Division (left to right)

3. A or S - Addition or Subtraction (left to right)

Some people remember the order 

of the letters with this silly saying: 

Pass My Dad A Sandwich 

However, this can get tricky! Multiplication and division 

problems are solved before addition or subtraction, but their 

order is determined by which comes first in the problem. For 

example, in the expression 18 ÷ 2 x 3, you would first divide

18 by 2 and then multiply by 3. The operations of addition 

and subtraction follow the same rules. This 3-step graphic 

organizer may help you remember the order of operations: 

M or D P A or S
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When using order of operations, it’s helpful to 

copy the problem and solve it step-by-step, with 

each step on its own line. As you perform each 

operation, transfer the unsolved parts to the next 

line as shown. Don’t forget to perform the steps 

using the correct order of operations.  

 

 

 

 

 

M or D P A or S 

9 + (2 x 3) 

 

9  +   6 

 

    15 

 

1.         7 x (3 + 4) 2.         15 – (2 + 7) 

3.         8 + 6 x 2 4.         14 – 5 + 3 

5.         12 ÷ 2 x 3 6.      18 – (2 + 1) + 4   
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M or D P A or S 

9 + (2 x 3) 

 

9  +   6 

 

    15 

 

5.          12 ÷ 2 x 3 

     

                6   x  3 

 

                     18 

1.         7 x (3 + 4) 

     

            7  x   7 

 

               49 

2.         15 – (2 + 7) 

     

             15  –   9 

 

                 6 

3.         8 + 6 x 2 

     

             8  + 12 

 

               20 

4.         14 – 5 + 3 

 

               9  +  3 

 

        12 

6.       18 – (2 + 1) + 4  

    

              18 – 3 + 4  

                

                  15  +  4 

 

                     19 
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Order of Operations Bingo Games, Task Cards, and Tests Bundle  

 

These resources are samples from my Order of 

Operations Bundle which includes games and 

task cards on two different levels as shown 

below. The bundle also includes a test and a 

retest for each level. Click HERE to see the 

bundle on TpT and then use the preview links 

on that page to take a closer look at each item. 

I love creating resources for teachers, and hope you enjoyed this freebie! 

For more great resources, click here to subscribe to my email list. You’ll 

receive exclusive freebies, information about product updates, and special 

offers not available anywhere else! Subscribers also get access to Laura’s 

Best Freebies, a private page with dozens of my very best free resources. 

Thanks for being the kind of teacher who cares enough to seek the very 

best teaching resources for your students!  

 
 

 

Laura Candler 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Games-and-Tests-Bundle-231573?utm_source=Freebie&utm_campaign=Order%20of%20Op%20Bundle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Games-and-Tests-Bundle-231573?utm_source=Freebie&utm_campaign=Order%20of%20Op%20Bundle
https://lauracandler.leadpages.co/leadbox/1421f9373f72a2%3A11e4de5b8f46dc/5691878833913856/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Games-and-Tests-Bundle-231573?utm_source=Freebie&utm_campaign=Order%20of%20Op%20Bundle



