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Pumpkin Seed Multiplication is a hands-on activity that I 

adapted from a lesson in my book Mastering Math Facts: 

Multiplication and Division. This activity will help students 

connect addition with multiplication. Click the image on the 

right to learn more and download a free 45-page sampler! 

 

Materials Needed 

For each pair of students, you’ll need one Pumpkin Seed 

Multiplication Mat and the activity directions (color or 

B&W).  If you prefer, you can save paper by displaying the 

directions for the whole class using a document camera instead of 

printing them. You’ll also need the Addition Sentence cards, 

Multiplication Fact cards, and a small bowl of about 35 “pumpkin 

seeds.” You can use real pumpkin seeds (dried, of course!) or any 

small item such as dried beans, paperclips, plastic chips, or unit cubes. To create 

extra number sentences and multiplication facts, use the blank cards on page 8.  

 

Teaching Suggestions 

Before introducing the activity, make sure your 

students have had other opportunities to explore the 

meaning of multiplication and how it relates to 

addition. They should have already been introduced 

to the idea that a multiplication fact such as “3 x 5” 

means “3 groups of 5” and is equal to “5 + 5 + 5.” 

Start by choosing a student to help you model the 

activity in front of the class. Review the directions on 

the next page and demonstrate how to do each step. 

Remind your students that this is a learning activity, 

not a competitive game, and there are no winners 

and losers. Then assign partners, hand out the 

materials, and guide your students through the 

activity. After they have completed it with your 

guidance or in a small group setting, you can place 

the activity in a math center. The activity directions 

do not require students to write down the number 

sentences and total seeds, but you can certainly have 

them do that in a math journal.  

 

 

©2016 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com 2

http://www.lauracandler.com/books/mmfacts.php
http://www.lauracandler.com/books/mmfacts.php
http://www.lauracandler.com/books/mmfacts.php


Directions: 
 

1. Cut apart the Addition Sentence and Multiplication Fact cards 

and separate them. Place the Addition Sentences face down in a 

pile. Spread the Multiplication Facts out on the table, face up.  

2. Decide who is Partner A and who is Partner B. Partner A 

chooses an Addition Number Sentence and places it face up in 

the box at the bottom of the mat. He or she uses the numbers 

on the card to fill the pumpkins with equal groups of seeds.  

3. Partner B finds the matching Multiplication Fact and places it 

face up in the other box. Partner B then counts to find the total 

number of seeds and announces it to Partner A.  

4. If Partner A agrees, remove both cards and set them aside. Put 

all the seeds back in the bowl. If not, recount the seeds. 

5. Switch roles and repeat steps 1 - 4. 

This time Partner B chooses the 

Addition Sentence and Partner A 

finds the matching Multiplication 

Fact and counts the seeds. 

6. Continue taking turns until all the 

addition and multiplication cards 

have been used or the time runs out.  

 

Number of Players: 2 

 

Materials: Pumpkin Seed Multiplication Mat 

                 Addition Sentences and Multiplication Facts 

  Bowl with 35 Pumpkin Seeds 
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Addition Number Sentence Multiplication Fact 

What is the 
Total Number 

of Seeds? 
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Addition Number Sentence Multiplication Fact 

What is the 
Total Number 

of Seeds? 
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3 + 3 + 3 + 3 + 3 5 x 3 

3 x 7 7 + 7 + 7 

2 + 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 5 x 2 

5 + 5 + 5 + 5 4 x 5 

8 + 8 + 8 3 x 8 

7 + 7 + 7 + 7 4 x 7 

4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 +  5 x 4 

9 + 9 2 x 9 
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More Teaching Resources from Laura Candler! Click each item below to find it in my TpT store. 

I love creating resources for teachers, and hope you enjoyed this one! For more 

great resources, click here to subscribe to my email list. You’ll receive exclusive 

free content, information about new products, and special offers not available anywhere else! 

Subscribers also get access to Laura’s Best Freebies, a private page with dozens of my very best free 

resources organized into categories. Click the icons below to check out my other resources and connect 

with me on social media. Thanks for being the kind of teacher who cares enough to seek the very best 

teaching resources for your students!  

 
 

Artwork Credits 

LitteRed www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlered 

Digital Classroom Clipart www.digitalclassroomclipart.com 

Educlips www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips 

 

 

Copyright and Permission Info 

I hope you enjoy this freebie! Because this resource is free, you may share it with 

others as long as you keep the packet intact with the copyright visible on each 

page. Also, you may not upload it to your own site or store as a free or paid 

product, and you may not include it as a part of another resource. To share this 

freebie with others, please link to it on my website or in my TpT store. Thanks!  
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