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What is International Dot Day?

International Dot Day is an unofficial day of celebration that takes place on or around
September 15th. It’s an exciting day because it’s all about encouraging kids to discover
how they can make a difference. Why is it called "Dot Day"? To find out, read the book
that inspired this special day. The Dot, written by Peter Reynolds, is a short picture book
suitable for all ages. It's the story of Vashti, who became upset in art class because she
didn't think she could draw. Her teacher challenged her to "Just make a mark and see
where it takes you." So Vashti defiantly jabbed the paper and made a dot, and what
happened after that shows how one simple act can snowball into something important.

Discussion Cards for The Dot

If you want to celebrate International Dot Day with your students, the best place to get
started is by reading The Dot to them. The story is short, but there’s so much to discuss!
You can use the discussion cards in this packet to get started, but feel free to add your
own questions, too. There are 8 discussion cards, and | created them in both color and
black and white. | also created a set of blank cards for you to make up your own
questions, but it’s not editable so you’ll have to write your questions on the cards after
you print the blank ones.

| suggest starting out with a whole class discussion, and later you might want to have
students use the cards to discuss the questions in small groups. You can also use the cards
as writing prompts after you’ve discussed them as a class.

Where to Learn More about International Dot Day

Visit my blog, Corkboard Connections, to learn more about International Dot Day and
to find links to additional activities and where to purchase the book. Happy Dot Day!
http://corkboardconnections.blogspot.com/2013/09/celebrate-international-dot-day.html
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What do you think What’s an example of
is the most important one thing a kid could do

message or theme that might make a big
of this story? difference in someone’s
life? Explain.

How do you dream of
“making your mark” in
the world? What’s one
small way you can start
working on it now?

How did Vashti’s art
teacher encourage her?
What can you do to
encourage others?

_____ . /e .
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Copyright and Permission Info
| hope you enjoy this freebie! You may share it with others as long as you keep the packet intact with the
copyright visible on each page. Also, you may not upload it to your own site or store as a free or paid
product, and you may not include it as a part of another resource. To share this freebie with others, please

link to it on my website or in my TpT store. Thanks!
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| love creating resources for teachers, and hope you enjoyed this one! For more resources, click here to sign
up for my Candler’s Classroom Connections newsletter. You'll receive exclusive free content, information

about new products, and special offers not available anywhere else! Subscribers also get access to Laura’s Best
Freebies, a private page with dozens of my very best free resources organized into categories. Click the icons
below to check out my other resources and connect with me on social media.
Thanks for being the kind of teacher who cares enough to seek the very best

teaching resources for your students! ~ Laura Candler

Artwork Credits

Digital Classroom Clipart www.digitalclassroomclipart.com

2 Smart Chicks www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/2-Smart-Chicks
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