
People celebrate with cheering  
and loud noise. 

The calendar year is based on  
solar (sun) cycle. 

The calendar year is based on 
the lunar (moon) cycle. 

The first day of the new year is 
always January 1st. 

The first day of the new year is 
 different each year. 

The years are named after  
12 different animals. 

People make new year  
resolutions or promises. 

Everyone in the country turns a  
year older on the same day. 

Parents give children red 
envelopes with “good luck” 

money. 

Black-eyed peas are served on  
New Year’s Day for good luck. 

The new year is started by 
cleaning house to sweep out  

bad luck. 

People celebrate with  
parades and fireworks. 

People spend time with  
family and friends. 

People sing “Auld Lang Syne”  
at midnight. 

Baby symbolizes new year  
and new beginnings.  

At midnight families pray to 
ancestors for a good year and  

then enjoy a fancy dinner. 

American and Chinese New Year Facts 

Comparing New Years 

© 2011 ~ Created by Laura Candler ~ Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com



Color Coding:     American       Both     Chinese  

Comparing New Years Answer Key 

People celebrate with cheering  
and loud noise. 

The calendar year is based on  
solar (sun) cycle. 

The calendar year is based on 
the lunar (moon) cycle. 

The first day of the new year is 
always January 1st. 

The first day of the new year is 
 different each year. 

The years are named after  
12 different animals. 

People make new year  
resolutions or promises. 

Everyone in the country turns a  
year older on the same day. 

Parents give children red 
envelopes with “good luck” 

money. 

Black-eyed peas are served on  
New Year’s Day for good luck. 

The new year is started by 
cleaning house to sweep out  

bad luck. 

People celebrate with  
parades and fireworks. 

People spend time with  
family and friends. 

People sing “Auld Lang Syne”  
at midnight. 

Baby symbolizes new year  
and new beginnings.  

At midnight families pray to  
ancestors for a good year and  

then enjoy a fancy dinner. 
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