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• Classroom teacher (30 years)
• National Board Certified 
• Master’s Degree in Elementary Ed. 
• Milken Educator Award

Laura Candler - Classroom Teacher

• Website - Teaching Resources - LauraCandler.com
• Blog – CorkboardConnections.com 
• Facebook - Teaching Resources
• Pinterest and Instagram  

Connecting & Collaborating with Teachers

Look for a link to the webinar 
handouts in your confirmation email.

MI Theory, Mindset, and Motivation Webinar Preview

©2016 Laura Candler's Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com ~ www.lauracandlerontpt.com 1



What Does It Mean 
to Be Smart?

1983 1991 2006

According to Dr. Gardner…

1994

According to Dr. Gardner…

According to Dr. Gardner… According to Dr. Gardner…

Educators put that spin on it!
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Verbal-Linguistic
Visual-Spatial

Mathematical-Logical
Musical-Rhythmic
Bodily Kinesthetic

Interpersonal
Intrapersonal

Naturalist
(Also Existential)

Dr. Gardner

Word Smart
Art Smart
Math Smart
Music Smart
Body Smart

People Smart
Self Smart

Nature Smart

Kid-Friendly Dr. Gardner Kid-Friendly
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3
5
2
0 1. Give each team or student a large sheet 

of drawing paper. 
2. Have them fold it in 8ths and mark off 

the sections. 
3. Ask students to label each section with 

the name of one intelligence area, add a 
short description, and  draw a picture or 
symbol to represent that area. 

Word Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Art Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Music Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Nature Smart
Description and 

Details Here

People Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Self Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Body Smart
Description and 

Details Here

Math Smart
Description and 

Details Here
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1. Math Smart
2. Art Smart
3. Word Smart
4. Self Smart
5. Body Smart
6. People Smart
7. Nature Smart
8. Music Smart

Mary’s MI Survey Results

1. Verbal-Linguistic
2. Intrapersonal
3. Mathematical-Logical
4. Visual-Spatial
5. Bodily-Kinesthetic
6. Interpersonal
7. Naturalist
8. Musical Rhythmic

Rick’s MI Survey Results

Strategy #1

Create an anchor 
chart for each MI 
area. Brainstorm 
study methods or 
strategies that 
students who are 
strong in that area 
could use to help 
them learn.

Visual – Spatial

• Create a graphic 
organizer

• Draw flashcards 
with pictures

• Draw a diagram
• Create an illustrated 

time line 
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Strategy #2

Name a career and 
briefly describe the 
person’s job role. Ask 
your students to list 
and discuss which 
MI areas would be 
most helpful with 
that career.

Investigator

• Visual-spatial
• Interpersonal
• Mathematical/logical
• Bodily-kinesthetic
• Verbal-linguistic

Strategy #3

Have students in 
teams play “How 
Do We Use Our 
Skills and Talents?” 

Materials: 

• 1 game board and set 
of task cards per team 

• 2 counters per person

Teaching Kids to 
Embrace Challenges 

and Overcome 
Difficulties

People with a …
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People with a …

Angela Watson’s 
10 Lessons, Interactive Student Journal, Classroom Posters

• Help kids discover 
and use their unique 
talents and abilities 

• Foster a growth 
mindset so they 
embrace challenges 
and take risks
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