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Basic Directions:  

This challenging word game can be completed by 

individuals or by students working in pairs. 

Distribute the printable on the next page and have 

students cut out the letters at the bottom. Ask them 

to move the letters around to form the words that 

fit each clue. If you use this as a partner activity, 

assign partners in advance and give one worksheet 

to each pair. Have students take turns making and 

recording words as they discuss the riddles. The 

answers can be completed in any order. Allow 

students to use other sources such as dictionaries, 

encyclopedias, and internet searches to find the 

answers to the word riddles, but remind them that 

the words have to be created from the letters in Winter Holidays. The answers 

on the answer key are possible solutions; additional answers may fit the clues. 

Allow all acceptable answers. 

 

Extension Activity: 

When students have found all answers, ask them to create their own word clues. 

Suggest that they start by making a word with the letters in Winter Holidays and 

then creating a mystery phrase as a clue. Have them post their clues on a 

chalkboard, poster, or whiteboard for their classmates to solve. Or allow them 

to submit the clues to you for you to compile and distribute. 

 

This activity is similar to seasonal activities included in 

Laura Candler’s December Activities Pack available 

from www.teacherspayteachers.com. Visit Teaching 

Resources at www.lauracandler.com for more free 

and inexpensive lesson ideas and activities.   
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Holiday Word Challenge 

1. Item of clothing __________________________ 

2. A large cat _______________________________ 

3. Very thin string ___________________________ 

4. Edge of the ocean  ________________________ 

5. Drops of sadness   _________________________ 

6. Three hundred sixty-five days  ______________ 

7. All parts together    _______________________ 

8. Tall, thin building   ________________________ 

9. Complaining sound   ______________________ 

10. A light rain   _____________________________ 

11.  To divide equally   ________________________ 

12. Prepared to start   ________________________ 

13. To spin rapidly   __________________________ 

14.  Winter color   ___________________________ 

15. Breezy   _________________________________ 

Solve the riddles by using only the letters in “Winter Holidays” to 

find a word for each definition. Cut out the letters below and use 

them to help you make words to fit the clues. Work with a 

partner and take turns finding words and writing them on the 

lines. Then try to make up your own holiday riddles! 

Name(s) _____________________________________________ 

W I N 

 O 

R E T 

L D A I Y 

H 

S 

©2014 ~ Created by Laura Candler ~ Teaching Resources ~ www.lauracandler.com



Holiday Word  
Challenge 

1. Item of clothing      shirt 

2. A large cat      lion 

3. Very thin string    thread 

4. Edge of the ocean     shore 

5. Drops of sadness       tears 

6. Three hundred sixty-five days   year 

7. All parts together       whole             

8. Tall, narrow building      tower  

9. Complaining sound     whine   

10. A light rain       shower  

11.  To divide equally        share 

12. Prepared to start      ready   

13. To spin rapidly      twirl  

14. Winter color        white   

15. Breezy        windy  

Answer Key 
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Classroom Book Clubs 

Character Bio Reports 

Analyzing Character Traits 

Powerful Poetry Combo 

Plural Noun Showdown 

Sentence Go Round 

Writing Powerful Poetry 

Customary Measurement 

     Conversions 

 

Geometry: Exploring the Basics 

Math Stations for Middle Grades (3-8) 

Polygon Explorations 

Talking Sticks Discussions (CCSS Aligned) 

Teaching Multiple Intelligence Theory 

Place Value Spinner Games 

Fraction Spinner Games 

Simplify and Snap Fraction Game 

Order of Operations Bingo 

Seasonal  

Teaching Packs 

 

October   

November 

December   

January 

February (Free!) 

March 

      April 

If you enjoyed the materials in this teaching resources pack, you might also enjoy these ebooks 

and lessons. You can purchase them from my store on TeachersPayTeachers.com by clicking the 

links below or by visiting my Teaching Resources website: www.lauracandler.com.  
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Analyzing-Character-Traits-79929
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Powerful-Poetry-Combo-Exploring-Poetry-and-Writing-Powerful-Poetry-124655
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Plural-Noun-Showdown-74343
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sentence-Go-Round-68613
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Powerful-Poetry-Using-Imagery-to-Unlock-Creativity-124615
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Customary-Measurement-Conversions-Power-Pack-533292
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Geometry-Exploring-the-Basics-61705
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Stations-for-Middle-Grades-64105
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Polygon-Explorations-120517
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Laura-Candlers-Premium-Math-and-Reading-eBook-Trio-662966
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Seasonal-Activities-Mini-Pack-Combo-338129
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler/Search:talking%20sticks
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Order-of-Operations-Bingo-Combo-231573
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Daily-Math-Puzzlers-Power-Pack-Combo-329382
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Math-Stations-for-Middle-Grades-64105
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Analyzing-Character-Traits-79929
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Laura-Candler/Search:talking%20sticks



