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1. The 175 fifth graders at Thompson 
Elementary will be taking a field trip. The 
school needs to rent buses for the trip. If each 
bus holds 52 students, how many buses does 
the school need to rent? 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Victoria downloaded some songs from the 
Internet. Olivia downloaded 20 songs, which 
was four times as many as Victoria. How 
many songs did both girls download together? 
 

 

 

3. Zachary created a garden that measured  
7 x 6.5 metres. How many 8-metre rolls of 
fencing will he need to buy to completely 
surround the garden?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Lily mixed a batch of punch for the class 
party. Her recipe called for 2.5 litres orange 
juice, 750 mL lemonade and 3 litres ginger 
ale. How many 250-mL servings does the 
recipe make? 
 

 
 

-                  +  -                  +  

-                  +  -                  +  

Answer: ______________________________ Answer: ______________________________ 

Answer: ______________________________ Answer: ______________________________ 

Try to solve as many of the problems as possible. Show your work using numbers, 
pictures, words, and/or symbols. Write each answer on the line below the problem. 

Name ____________________________ 

Date _____________________________ 
Problem Solving 

Posttest C 
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1. Bargain Deli’s 1.5 kilogram package of sliced 
ham sells for $6.30. Deli Market’s 2 kilogram 
package of sliced ham sells for $7.70. Which 
brand of ham is the better buy? What is the 
cost per kilogram of the cheaper brand? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2. Two teams of students grew pumpkins for 
the county fair. The weights of the pumpkins 
were recorded below. Which team had the 
higher average pumpkin weight? What was 
the average weight of their pumpkins? 
 

 

 

3. In Adrian’s class, 7 students ride the bus, 4 
students walk to school, and 9 students are 
dropped off by their parents. What percent of 
the students walk to school? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Alexa is buying lace to sew around the edge 
of a round tablecloth. The diameter of the 
tablecloth is 125 cm. If lace is sold by the 
metre, what’s the smallest number of whole 
metres she must buy to have enough lace for 
the tablecloth?  
 

 

-                  +  -                  +  

-                  +  -                  +  

Answer: ______________________________ Answer: ______________________________ 

Team: ______    Average:_____________ Brand: __________    Cost: ____________ 

Try to solve as many of the problems as possible. Show your work using numbers, 
pictures, words, and/or symbols. Write each answer on the line below the problem. 

Team 1 Team 2 

27.5 kg 16.4 kg 

49 kg 58.3 kg 

22.65 kg 35.6 kg 

30.05 kg 18.46 kg 

Pumpkin Weights 

Name ____________________________ 

Date _____________________________ 
Problem Solving 

Posttest D 
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Assessment 
Level 

Test Item Answer Math Concepts 

Level A 

1 24 pictures Repeated Addition or Multiplication 

2 36¢ Money; Subtraction 

3 Gary Fractions 

4 10 shells Addition; Multiplication 

Level B 

1 2/6 or 1/3 Probability 

2 $14.25 Multiplication; Money 

3  1 hr 30 min Elapsed Time 

4 5 minutes Fractions; Subtraction; Time 

Level C 

1 4 buses Division with Remainders 

2 25 songs Multiplication; Logical Thinking 

3 4 rolls Geometry; Measurement, Decimals 

4 25 servings Measurement, Fractions 

1 Deli Market; $3.85 Money; Division 

2 Team 1; 32.3 kg Decimals, Data & Statistics 

3 20% Percents 

4 4 metres Geometry, Measurement, Fractions 

Level D 

Posttest Answer Key 
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-                  +  -                  +  

-                  +  -                  +  

Explanation 
 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

#___  Answer: __________________________ 

Use the space below to write an explanation of how you solved each Daily Math 
Puzzler problem. Be sure to use complete sentences and explain your answer clearly! 

Name ____________________________ Solve and Write  

Explanation 
 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

#___  Answer: __________________________ 

Explanation 
 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

#___  Answer: __________________________ 

Explanation 
 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

#___  Answer: __________________________ 
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Assessment Results 
Class Name ______________________ Date _________________ 

 Level:   A   B   C   D  

Name 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4  

1.          

2.          

3.          

4.          

5.          

6.          

7.          

8.          

9.          

10.          

11.          

12.          

13.          

14.          

15.          

16.          

17.          

18.          

19.          

20.          

21.          

22.          

23.          

24.          

25.          

26.          

                       Totals          

Level:   A   B   C   D 

Totals 
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Daily Math Puzzler Program 
Teacher Testimonials 

The Daily Math Puzzler program is easy to implement in any classroom. The 
directions are easy for students to read.  The problems have an area for the 
solution to be worked out, and there is a quick assessment at the bottom. 
When reviewing the answers with my students, they begin to ask questions 
that lead to higher order thinking skills.  I believe that these will help my 
students improve their state test scores.  My students enjoy working on 
these puzzles and look forward to them.   
~ Donna Casino, New York 
 

 
In my 28 plus years of teaching the upper grades (4-8) in rural, suburban, 
and urban settings, I have not found a collection of word problems 
that actually appealed to my students. The Daily Math Puzzlers have 
challenged my students without frustrating them. They feel successful 
even if they do not achieve the correct solution; yet they strive to meet 
success with the next day's problem. Bravo to Laura Candler! 
~ Kathy Brewer, Seaville, New Jersey 

I love the Daily Math Puzzler Power Pack! The Puzzlers set the tone 
for our day by helping to focus and organize our minds.  I honestly 
think that my students would be lost without a Daily Math Puzzler.  
Problem solving is not as "scary" to my sixth graders as it once was.  I 
am grateful to you for prompting me to tell my students to think of 
word problems as brain teasers or puzzles.  I don't know why I hadn't 
thought of that before! ~ Betsy Clark, Evant, Texas 

Laura Candler's Daily Math Puzzlers program is a highly effective way to 
improve students' problem solving skills. Her carefully designed program 
is versatile enough to be used in a multi-grade or multilevel classroom. 
My students' confidence levels have soared as they have learned and 
practiced using strategies such as making charts, drawing pictures, 
underlining key words, and discussing problems with a friend. Most 
importantly, the problems are authentic - dealing with topics such as cell 
phone use, shopping, and video game collections. My students can't wait 
for our problem solving time each day! ~ Pamela Reid, Renfrew, Ontario 

Learn more about Daily Math Puzzlers online at 
www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuz.htm 

 

Level A Grades 2 - 4 

Level B 

Grades 3 - 5 

Level C Grades 4 - 6 

Level D 

Grades 5 - 7 

www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuzIV.htm
www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuzIV.htm
www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuzIV.htm
www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuzIV.htm


 22 

 

 © 2008 Laura Candler - Teaching Resources at www.lauracandler.com - All rights reserved. 

                 Teaching Resources Website 

               www.lauracandler.com 
 

Free Resources for Teachers! 
 

• Blackline masters and activity sheets  
• Lesson plans and teaching strategies 
• Cooperative learning methods 
• Classroom management and motivation 
• Literacy and Literature Circle strategies 
• Mathematics instructional resources 
• Bi-weekly Newsletters 

 
 
 
 

 
 
     

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Workshop Information 
 

• Invite Laura to your school or district to  
energize your teachers with powerful strategies! 

• Workshops available: 
     * The Dynamic Duo:  
           Putting the Punch in Math Instruction 
      * Innovative Approaches to  
            Literacy Instruction 

• Teachers walk away with specific strategies to 
implement in their classrooms the next day.  

Contact Laura for more information: lauracandler@att.net  

Receive the Classroom Economy and 
Problem Solving Assessment Power 
Pack for FREE when you sign up for  
Laura Candler’s bi-weekly newsletters at 

www.lauracandler.com! 

NEW! 

 

htt://www.lauracandler.com
htt://www.lauracandler.com
www.lauracandler.com/dailymathpuzIV.htm

